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The views presented in this publication are those 
of the writers. If you have a story to telll, please 
contact the editor at 428-0805. 


Editorial: 


Poverty as a form of terrorism 





During International Week I was invited to speak on a panel on 
the topic of poverty here in Alberta and how it is a form of terrorism. 
The death of a child who was beaten by his foster mother is a brutal 
reminder of the fatal effect poverty can have. 

As they listened to the speakers, a number of students were brought 
to tears as panelist Louise Zoerb spoke about her own fears as a grand- 
mother who is on AISH, raising four grandchildren. For her fam- 
ily, life is precarious with never enough money to pay for the neces- 
sities of life. “There are some mornings when I see the news of 
another bombing, and I wish that a bomb would drop on my home,” 
she said, “At least then it would be over.” 

Norma Harms, who is on medical welfare, spoke about how pover- 


ty means sharing a suite with a couple whom she barely knows and doesn’t trust. This month 
her rent may be paid late because instead of her welfare cheque, she received the dreaded white 
envelope from Alberta Works informing her that she has been selected to fill out her cards by 
phone instead of on paper. She had to telephone her information in to be recorded by a 


machine, and then her cheque will be sent out. 


Pedro Schultz shared about his own struggle with homelessness when he was evicted last 
spring for taking in too many homeless people. Two of the same poeple whom he had taken in, 
later sheltered him until he refused to give them money for drugs, then threw him out at 2 a.m. 
He couldn’t get into a shelter so spent the night in his car. Schultz said with the stress and hard- 
ship faced by many people on the street, it would be very easy to turn to crime, drugs, alcohol 


or violence to cope with the pain. 


Since the events reported in the Edmonton Street News story June 2005 are finally under 
investigation by the Edmonton Police Service, I spoke about how important it is for each one of 
us to take responsibility to do what is right,and to speak out against injustice. 


We are our brothers’ keeper. If not you, who? 


Edmonton City Police response to allegations 


Edmonton Police Services claim that the 
actions of police officers involved in the round 
up of nine homeless people who lived in 
the Whyte Avenue area, detaining them 
against their will for several hours, then 


Avenue, were in accordance with EPS 
policy in dealing with people whom the police 
believe to be under the influence of alcohol. 


briants’ the police have several options. One of 
these options is removing the person from 
where he or she is and transporting the person 
to another location. 

“I hope the public realize that we don’t pick 
people up for no reason and just drop them 


off,” Doucette said. But he added that it is 


according to police policy to pick people up 
and drive them somewhere else and drop them 
off. When asked how far a person could be 


Inspector Doucette said, “There’s been some taken, he said “there is no limit to how far a 


stories regarding the incident in May 2005. An 


person can be driven before being dropped off.” 


investigation took place in May and was wrapped Douvette attempted to explain the alle- 


up in July, 2005.” 

The incident he refered to was a compliant 
by a homeowner in the northeastern Edmonton 
neighbourhood concerned about the nine 
people who had been dumped off there. 

Doucette said a second set of allegations 
came in early January of this year and as a 
result the police are conducting another inves- 
tigation. His reason for the delay in the inves- 
tigation is, he said, because “it’s complicated”. 
He explained that in dealing with ‘public ine- 


Conference raises funds for Edmonton Street News 


By Linda Dumont 


The Journalists for Human Rights confer- 
ence was held at the Power Plant on the 
University of Alberta campus January 19, 22, 
23, 24 and 25. The four day forum explored 
different roles of the media in our community, 
in Our country and internationally. 

Robert Hackett, founder of NewsWatch, 
Canada, said there are a number of blind spots 
in Canadian journalism. These are: labour ver- 
sus business, alternatives to free market funda- 
mentalism, white collar crime and corporate 
crime, poverty and class inequality growing, 
Canada and militarism, Environmental degra- 
dation, non-Quebec French Canadians, reli- 
gion and traditional values, lobbyists and PR 
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influence, media and our own power. 

I was asked to speak as one of the pre- 
senters on the panel representing special inter- 
est media, challenges and contributions, and 
found myself examining my role as editor of a 
street newspaper, and evaluating the job we are 
doing. As with any publication, we are limited 
by our resources, our time, and the abilities of 
our writers, but as a street newspaper, we are 
also driven by the pressing needs of the seg- 
ment of the population we seek to represent. 
Edmonton Street News exists, in part, to fill 
one of the blind spots through writing on issues 
related to poverty and social justice. 


gations as being part of the “urban myth” 
involving police officers, and went into a ram- 
bling explanation of how “he said - she said” 
stories grow out of proportion. 

When asked if there is a racist element, he 
said, “No. If we have the power to arrest 
someone, we do. If we don’t, we don’t” 

No arrests were made in the incident in ques- 
tion. 

Doucette concluded by saying that the Chief 
has to make the final determination. 2 


Diane Wood and Chris Robillard were two of 
the persons involved May, 2005 
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Memorial held for homeless deaths in 2007 


About 300 people gathered at the Boyle 
Street Community Cooperative for the second 
annual memorial for Homeless Persons on 
January 20. For the memorial, the 
Edmonton Coalition on Housing and 
Homelessness identified 41 people for whom 
homelessness or inadequate housing was a 
contributing factor in their deaths. A few 
were reported in the media, but most were 
not. In only a small number, as in the case 
of persons sleeping outside who froze to 
death, was homelessness the immediate 
cause of death. For the others, death was a 
contributing factor, because homelessness 
led to diverse health problems, inability to 
manage medication, exposure to violence, or 
exposure to the elements. Some of the per- 
sons were murdered, some died from pneu- 
monia or other illnesses, but in each case 
the person was homeless at the time of 
death, or had experienced periods of home- 
lessness. 

The people identified this year include 22 
men and 19 women with an average age 
between 40 and 50 years old. This was an 
increase over 2005 when 32 people were 
identified, 25 men and seven women. 

The Memorial helps to raise awareness of 
the issues surrounding poverty, inadequate 
housing and homelessness. During the 
memorial service, a candle was lit to remem- 
ber each person. The service was followed by 
a Round Dance and feast. 

By Linda Dumont 


Woman Found 
Frozen on the Street 


When death comes to someone on the 
street, the news sort of filters through the 


community until gradually the pieces fit 


together, so when Lana died during the cold 
spell the end of November, 2006, it took a 
while even for those nearest her to verify her 
death. 

She and her partner, Guy, frequently 
stopped by the House of Refuge Mission for 
meals, and hung out around the Bissell 
Centre,. They were almost always together, 
but that day in late November, Guy was 
alone and asking if anyone had seen Lana. 
He thought maybe she had been picked up 
by the police, but was also trying to find out 
if the person mentioned on the news, who 
had frozen to death, was her. On the street, 
people are often known only by their first 
names which makes it difficult to investigate. 

It wasn’t until almost a week later that 
Lana’s death was confirmed in an article in 
the Edmonton Sun. 

Larer, I heard the details about 
how her body had been discovered by Henry 
Martial. 

“I found her not too far behind the Intox 
Centre (Hope Mission). People thought she 
was just sleeping and kept covering her up 
with blankets. Me, I had water with me. I 
wasn’t drinking. I’ve had almost two years 
sobriety, so I went up to her and took the 
covers off her. I saw she was dead. I lit two 
smokes and put one in her hand and 
smoked one. I took her smoke and spread it 
on the ground and said a prayer for her 
because I didn’t want to have to carry her 
death. 

“Then I called a guy and said, ‘This lady 
passed away’. He had a cell phone and called 
911. 

I didn’t stick around — I just went on my 
way. I wasn’t worried about her anymore.” 

Henry said this wasn’t the first time he 
found someone frozen to death on the street. 
He is homeless again after losing his apart- 
ment in December because he was letting too 
many homeless people come in overnight. 
“When they saw 14 people leaving my apart- 
ment in the morning, it was pretty obvious,” 
Henry said. 


By Linda Dumont 
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Sometimes, like this. Not all homeless people live on the streets. They sleep on couches 
or floors. They go to work or to school. They have jobs and responsibilities - but no 


place to call home. Governments, community agencies and 
the Edmonton Joint Planning Committee on Housing “G(s 


are working to help. So can you. 
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Edmonton Joint Planning 
Committee on Housing 


There is No Place 
Like Home Ww W.moresafehores.net 


‘: Homelessness. To help. To get help call ¢ 





Where’s Paul? 


A number of people from the Whyte 
Avenue area have been asking, “Where’s 
Paul?” Some of us had grown accustomed to 
seeing Paul Koe, almost daily over the years. 
Of course Paul’s friends are expecting word 


. of his whereabouts. 


Paul and Jolly went to Calgary, to detox. 
They chose to detox in Calgary because they 
were able to stay there three weeks, as 
opposed to Edmonton’s five-day stay. Five 
days is too brief, especially for those without 
homes; they are turned back onto the street 
— the place of old habits. Paul stayed at the 
Salvation Army in Calgary for a while, but he 
really wanted to get into a hospital. The hos- 
pitals in Alberta would not admit him - he 
had a problem with his leg — for a year. I 
took him to emergency twice just before he 
left, it was so bad. He was given cream to put 
on it and sent back the street. Paul made a 
decision to go to B.C. because their health 
care system is more efficient and thorough, 
he told me. . 

After a brief stay with his cousin in B.C., 


he went to the hospital. They admitted him 
right off and put him on penicillin intra- 
venously for seven days. After being in pain 
over a year, his leg was cured in a week. “I 
needed to be in a clean place, so I could 
heal,” he said. "Once I got into a place that 
offered a way to stay clean, I didn’t want it 
the other way. If you change the way you 
think,” he added, “you change the way you 
feel and the way you act.” 

Paul has been clean and sober for two 
months. He is happy in his new home. When 
I phoned him last, I interrupted his dinner 
that he was sharing with others in their cozy 
but roomy kitchen. Where Paul lives, medical 
doctors are available at need. A psychologist 
visits the home three times a week, a social 
worker pops by most days, and alcohol and 
drug counseling is provided. He’s happy, 
guys. Please tell Abe that Paul is fine and 
that I’ve got his address. 


By Gail Kelly 
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Warming Centre opens on Whyte Avenue 


The Southside Warming Centre for home- 
less people who call the southside their home 
opened Monday, Jan. 7 across the hall from 
B’s diner at Old Strathcona mall at 10015-82 
Street. Strathcona Baptist Church applied 
for and received funding from the Edmonton 
Housing Trust Fund for the warming centre. 
Associate Pastor Pam Reichenbach, who is 
responsible for this initiative, said, “Homeless 
people hang out here at these bays and B’s 
Diner, so it’s a great place for the warming 
centre. This is the result of the community 
coming together.” 

The two bays in which the warming cen- 
tre is located have been sub-let from the 
Strathcona Vineyard Church. There will be 
two staff on site as well as volunteers. 

The warming centre is open between 6 


and 9 p.m. Monday through Friday, and from 


3 to 9 p.m. on weekends and holidays until 
May 7, 2007. The purpose of the warming 
centre is to provide a warm place for home- 
less people to be as an alternative to stores, 
apartment, business stairwells, restaurants, 
lobbies or the street. It will provide a place 
where homeless people can congregate while 
waiting for the Hope Mission Van to pick 
them up and drive them to the downtown 
shelters, and a place where they can meet 
the adult outreach worker, and the commu- 
nity nurse. The homeless and working poor 
can access resources form the warming cen- 
tre via phone and Internet. 

Until this centre opened, there was no 
provision of services for the homeless on the 
southside other than the free lunch provided 
by B’s diner every Thursday afternoon. 


By Linda Dumont 





As told to Linda Dumont 

Jason, who has been homeless for about 
five years, still has pain in his feet from an 
encounter with a garbage truck two years 
ago. “My feet still act up, and I can only walk 
so much then they bug me,” he said. “I don’t 
sleep in dumpsters anymore — just in door- 
ways or on benches.” 

He still vividly recalls his brush with 
death when he accidentally fell asleep in a 
BFI Dumpster behind the Goodwill Store two 
winters ago. He said, “I was looking for stuff 
because they throw out the excess. I ended 
up falling asleep sitting on a microwave. I 
woke up when I got dumped into the truck 
and the walls started squishing just like in 
the Star Wars movie. It stopped at an angle, 
and then it opened up and squished me 
again. A picture frame went through my 
jacket. I tried jumping up but my backpack 
was too heavy and I slid down even more. 
The third time I went down further and my 
feet got squished. I started screaming and 





PHOTO: By Linda Dumont 

Edmonton Street Newspaper vendor Phillip Dainard joins Pastor Pam Reichenbach in cut- 
ting the ribbon at the official opening of the Southside Warming Centre January 7, while 
Pastor Terry Harsch from Strathcona Vineyard Church looks on. 


Edmonton Street News Vendor finds 
employment at the Southside Warming 
Centre 


Vendor Dale Ferris has a new part time job on staff with the Strathcona 
Warming Centre, but he will still be out on the streets with Edmonton Street 
News. Dale Ferris was one of the first vendors to start selling Edmonton 
Street News in November, 2003. After 18 months, when the Edmonton Street 
News Society was formed, Dale came on board as a member of the executive 
committee. He has also written stories and submitted poetry to the paper. 


PHOTO: Dale Ferris by Linda Dumont 


pounding hoping the guy would hear me but © 
he didn’t. I decided I either get out now, or 
not at all. It started releasing, and I jumped 
up and grabbed the top rim and pulled 
myself up. 

I was on the roof with all the levers. I 
couldn’t climb down, and I didn’t want to get 
caught in those levers, so I rolled off and hit 
the ground. I lay there and bright lights 
came on and the back up bell started, so I 
rolled out of the way. I couldn’t walk, so I 
just lay there. 

Four to six hours later two of my friends 
happened to come across me. They took me 
to Second Cup and called an ambulance. I 
went to the hospital, and then I went to the 
Herb Jamieson medical dorm where I stayed . 
for three and a half months. The muscles in 
my feet were badly damaged but there were 
no broken bones.” 





PHOTO: Jason by Linda Dumont 
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Community at a Glance 





I glanced around the main room at the 
Jasper Place Health and Wellness Centre (JP 
HAWC), a drop in for people without homes, 
community and volunteers. Struck by the 
comforting warmth that comes from being in 
the company of familiar people and good 
relations, I stopped for a moment of gratitude 
- to have a community center like JP HAWC - 
where we can gather, chat, and talk about 
our dreams and experiences, like neighbors 
are meant to do. 

To my left, where the sofas are, four peo- 
ple without homes had gathered around 
Brent, a volunteer, who was talking to them 
about finding a place to live. I run into Brent 
at the university often enough to consider 
him a neighbor. To my right was Michael, fix- 
ing the printing press that we want to teach 
skills through. Next to him, at one of the 
kitchen tables, were Darlene and Linda 


through one of the Edmonton Street news 
vendors. In turn, Linda introduced Darlene 
and I, as Darlene was looking for a home to 
move into - after ten years of living on the 
street. In the past two months, Darlene 
dropped each one of her addictions except for 
tobacco and she starts a treatment program 
for that last-vice-standing this month. She 
wants to open a home in inner city for prosti- 
tutes wanting to get off the street. 

I watched Linda and Darlene, heads tip- 
ping together, chatting over a coffee - I was 
suddenly reminded of something Linda once 
asked me. “Have you ever noticed that if an 
organization or person gets paid for doing a 
job, that somehow, it gains higher regard 
than when done by someone for free?” There 
is truth to her words. I’m guilty of doing that 


The new millennium began with a great 
global dream. World leaders gathered at the 
United Nations in 2000 and adopted, among 
others, a historic goal to reduce poverty by 
half by 2015. Specifically the UN has adopt- 
ed two goals in regards to eradicating poverty 
and hunger. 

Reduce by half the proportion of people 
living on less than a dollar a day. 

Reduce by half the proportion of people 
who suffer from hunger. 

For the first time in human history the 
United Nations committed itself to one of the 
most redeeming goals specifying both a time- 
line and size of project. 

With the chaos that the world has 
endured within the last six years, this goal 
has been strangled with demand. Globally 
there are a plethora of poverty and hunger 
issues not to mention issues concerned 
around AIDS, empowerment of women, gen- 





myself. My case in point: When I was asked 


recently where I met the people whom I helped 


get off the streets this month, I neglected to 
mention Linda, who referred Darlene to me. 
And later, I discovered that Linda and 
Darlene met at another centre, the House of 
Refuge. The centre is not a fancy place, or 
well advertised, but a self-sufficient one, 
managed exclusively by social independents 
and a caring community. 

Independent social supporters and the 
vast work that they do, borders on invisible, 
out of view. It’s a common mistake to forget 
to mention their work. It plays out quietly, 
like the unseen mechanical cogs that keep 
the time piece ticking. However, it is critical 
that we remember to acknowledge the people 
who do this work for little or no monetary 


Unresolved 


der issues, the environment, war, partner- 
ship for development goals; and so the list 
goes on, all equally worth tending. 

As we people venture into the year 2007, 
half way towards the UN’S Millennium 
Development Goals greater end, it is impor- 
tant to question how in our own cities we are 
able to help promote greater justice and 
peace in our own communities. 

We must challenge ourselves to better 
adopt new ideas of humanity as a whole. 

How about this for a resolution: To bet- 
ter understand the UN’S mission in building, 
“The Millennium Development Goals,” 
(MDGs) which are the world's time-bound 
and quantified targets for addressing extreme 
poverty in its many dimensions. In come 
poverty, hunger, disease, lack of adequate 
shelter, and exclusion, while promoting gen- 
der equality, education, and environmental 
sustainability. They are also basic human 


reward, as well as the ones who are paid. 

It is also important to cherish those peo- 
ple, like JP HAWC founder, Murray Soroka, 
and those who run centers like the House of 
Refuge and manage to bypass Lottery and 
government funding. They provide the cen- 
ters for community to come together, to be 
community. It adds exponentially to commu- 
nity capacity, helps offset the lack of oppor- 
tunity offered to people with few resources, 
and affirms the fellowship that distinguishes 
community. 

It is cost effective for community centers 
to organize, to help people make the transi- 
tion from street to house. For each person 
who is assisted off the street, tax payers are 
saved, on average, $200,000 per year, per 
individual. For people who have no clean 
place to live, a small scratch on a hand can 
become a full-blown infection in a day or two, 
and often results in surgery. Providing a sink 
to wash in, as centers do, is plain common 


sense. 

Get on board - join the growing number 
of community members who are helping to 
beat back the social crisis of homelessness 
and poverty. To begin with, the Jasper Place 
Health and Wellness Center would welcome 
more volunteers and Independent supporters. 
Most specifically, the JP HAWC would espe- 
cially welcome people who can teach desk top 
publishing, create a newsletter, etc. so we 
can fire up this old printing press at the JP 
HAWC, and get to work! 

Is it time to put the U back into 
CommUnity? 

Call Gail at 433-2229; Murray or Val at 
481-400 
by Gail Kelly 


rights-the rights of each person on the planet 
to health, education, shelter, and security. 

How can we target these issues in our 
own cities? How can we become involved? 
Can we specifically research one area in 
using our capacities? Let us all pay our 
dues. 

This New Year I challenge you to not 
resolve, but rather to think of the unresolved 
as a challenge - a challenge to commit your- 
self to a greater global network using your 
own interests talents and gifts. 

Gym resolutions, habits, and self-disci- 
pline are all of course great ways to strength- 
en your own core, but think resolve as 
including those left unresolved. Is solving 
problems about battling the nemeses that we 
hate? I challenge you reader to respond. 


Brittney White 
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Ivan Miller - Human Rights Advocate 


[am a human rights advocate. I was born 
in the Greenland/ Manitoba area in 1970. My 


four other siblings and I were taken from our 
biological mother in the 70’s and 80’s to be 
reunited later. For the three youngest there 
was a world of violence, alcohol spectrum 
disease (FASD) abuse, anger, addictions and 


hopelessness, but my older brother David 
and I were fortunate enough to be brought 
up in a good and well off foster home only to 
be later diagnosed ourselves in the 90’s with 
FASD which all five of us have, ranging from 
modest to severe in degree. For myself, I am 





the only sibling who chose not to smoke, 
drink or to do drugs, and I am proud of this 
fact 

I cannot say having two families has 
always been a picnic because I'd be lying. My 
older brother and I have for years been 
attempting to find out about our past and it’s 
been difficult and painstaking. Only about 
two years ago did I really know why our 
mother drank alcohol during all five pregnan- 
cies, then denied it. All of those years I felt 
an anger towards our mother, when I proba- 
bly should be angry at the situation which 
ultimately led her to do this. I must balance 
my feelings of mercy and compassion for my 
mother and siblings with revulsion at the 
thought of my siblings and I having FASD for 
the rest of our lives. 

The strain on David and I took its toll 
and he has been estranged from the Miller 


family since the early 90’s. In 1999, while 
volunteering for a children’s foundation 
speaking on behalf of children about child 
labour and all forms of exploitation around 
the world, I became known as an advocate, 
consulting from Ontario to British Columbia 
in the human rights field. Eventually I estab- 
lished my own agency in Winnipeg in 2004 
and re-established my agency here in 
Edmonton. 

On many occasions my biological family 
members would come to me with issues sur- 
rounding city police, social services, child 
and family services, landlords, non profit 
agencies, Regina Public School Board, Regina 
taxi companies, businesses etc. For the most 
part the situations could be diffused with a 
telephone call stating who I am, showing up 
with a business card and an assertive dis- 
cussion of all of the above with an assertive 
threat or two in order to satisfy my clients. I 
have advocated, attended meetings and even 
been to the Regina Correctional Centre with 
my younger siblings probation officer and a 
representative from community living in 
order to continue representing him even dur- 
ing court appearances. There is always a 
degree of danger, deception, mystery, etc. in 
my work and I enjoy it very much. 

Over the years, however, my biological 
mother seemed to feel uncomfortable due to 
a lot of reasons such as our upbringing, and 
who David and I were better off with. This led 


Letter to the Alberta Cabinet. 


The author of this letter likes to share his 
views with the honourable ladies and gentle- 
men of the Alberta Cabinet. Usually he writes 
to one individual but this letter is a welcome 
to the whole new cabinet. Watch for further 
samples in future issues of ESN. 


D = i 


First, apologies to Iris and Janis for using 
the word “guys”, but as the only two women 
in the new cabinet, you’re such an insignifi- 
cant bit of the new gang that it’s hardly 
worth the bother of trying to use language 
that is gender neutral is it? And I’m sure 
you'd both agree that no special considera- 
tion should be made to go out of the way to 
include women—appointments like cabinet 
should be good objective actions based on 
qualifications alone, not on trying to have 
some goofy balance or something. You got 
where you are based on that, not on any gen- 
der-preference, and any other woman who 
wants to, can easily do the same hey. 

Congratulations to all of you. You have a 
tremendous opportunity in the months 
ahead to prove there is no need to have a 
good diversity of backgrounds represented in 
our leadership. There you are—pretty well all 
a solid lump of 40 to 60 year old white guys 
with good western European names—exactly 
the demographic that has already proven it is 
the most capable of leading, the demographic 
that controls most of the wealth and power 
in Alberta, so clearly representative of where 
the most talent lies. 

It’s a good reminder of the law of 
physics—the cream rises to the top. 

Doubtless there will be the usual com- 
plainers that there’s not enough variety 
around your table. But you are good-hearted 
people, you know how to care about others, 
and I’m sure you can speak on behalf of oth- 
ers very well, probably more articulately than 
they can speak for themselves. And it’s so 
much more comfortable to get on with the 
work when we’re with our own kind, not hav- 
ing to deal with anyone too different from us. 

I hear grumbling too that the whole 
province is not well represented but when I 
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look at the map I see your constituencies 
must cover close to half the surface area of 
the province. Some might point out that area 
only includes five percent of the people, but 
gosh darn, you all come to the city often 
enough that you can speak for the urban 
folks just as effectively as you will be 
addressing the concerns of aboriginal people 
and new immigrants and youth and women 
and gays and people with disabilities. 

Besides all the interest groups that you 
really need to pay attention to know how to 
schmooze with you at fancy dinners and on 
the golf course anyway, so whether rural or 
urban they'll have no trouble getting your ear 
and ensuring your policies continue to main- 
tain the historic commitment to use public 
policy so the rich can get richer. And with a 
lot of you having important duties going to 
barbecues and church suppers in little dis- 
tant villages in most of your spare time it will 
give you more legitimate reasons not to be 
available around Edmonton and Calgary for 
boring meetings with the other special inter- 
ests, those social action groups and environ- 
mentalists and all, groups you have no inten- 
tion of paying attention to anyway. 

But the issue of where you all come from 
is less important than the importance of get- 
ting clearly into the old “one for all and all 
for one” team approach to things. In these 
early days you can get away with a few loose 
threads, like Dave Hancock’s goofy sugges- 
tion to extend the pesky smoking bans the 
big cities are into even more broadly across 
the province, but don’t let this keep happen- 
ing. Put your own heads together first and 
make sure when someone speaks you’re all 
on side with the same message. The last 
thing we need these days in Alberta is the 
idea that there’s room for a variety of ideas. 
You're there to run the show, not to invite 
everyone to throw their own cock-eyed think- 
ing into the mix. The point is not to rock the 
boat, not inviting creative thinking that really 
addresses challenges. 

That’s one thing the last administration 
knew how to do—create the clever illusion of 
consultation without letting it interfere in the 
slightest with real staying the course. The 
expertise to continue this is all available, so 
use it. The first tests will be the royalty 


to both of our mothers saying poisonous 
things behind each others backs, putting 
David and I in a tough spot expecting us _ to 
choose between them. It all changed very 
quickly and not for the best. December 31, 
2001, my biological mother passed away due 
to complications arising from emphysema, 
and I didn’t find out until a week after 
because of a communications problem. I can- 
not even begin to describe how the shock of 
her death made me feel. 

Should anyone require services, referral, 
advocacy, representation, consulting, please 
don’t hesitate to stop me as I am usually at 
Bissell Centre, The Mustard Seed, downtown 
or downtown in the library, or call me at 
270-1027 for more information. 


By Ivan Miller 


Hugh MacDonald, MLA 

uxt Edmonton-Gold Bar 
Edmonton Gold Bar Constituency Office 

#102, 7024 -101 Avenue, NW 





Edmonton, Alberta, T6A OH7 


Fel: 414-1015 Fax: 414-1017 
e-mail:hugh.macdonald@assembly.ab.ca 
website: www. liberalopposition.com 





review and the housing task force. You need 
to come out right from the starting blocks 
with discussion guides that skilfully narrow 
the issues so any conclusions and recom- 
mendations don’t vary from what you’ve 
already decided to do. No open-ended invita- 
tions for new ideas! That’s the road to trou- 
ble. 

I’m sure you're spending a bit of your 
time trying to decide what to do about a 
provincial election. As I look at your profiles I 
lean towards thinking the smartest thing 
would be sooner rather than later. What 
you've got going for you is nice smiles and 
firm handshakes, but not a whole lot of 
depth when it comes to skills for dealing with 
substantial issues. 

The pressure to actually come up witha 
plan to deal with the insane boom happening 
here is going to grow and your total incapaci- 
ty both in ability and ideology to come up 
with such a plan is going to be exposed 
before too long. So the best approach would 
be a jolly generous budget and an election 
before we all go on holidays this summer. 
Then you can all be back there, probably 
with even more numbers in your caucus, and 
you can settle back to three years of incom- 
petence before you need to go near the voters 
again. 

I look forward to offering some of you 
more individual advice in the months ahead, 
but for now, enjoy getting those new busi- 
ness cards and shuffling your desks around 
the building. Nothing beats a status quo that 
is made to look like change. 


Your faithful servant, 


Ted White 


Bruce Miller 
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Working Poor or Making a Living? 


The official capitalist message about Alberta 
and its good times is that we’re awash in pros- 
perity. Business, media and government trum- 
pet like bull elk in heat about average wages of 
$21.60/hour and a real estate market where 
contractors can’t build $300 000 houses fast 
enough to satisfy those lining up to buy them. 
When someone suggests maybe the minimum 
wage should be examined the distain drips 
from the big shots, who respond that the only 
people earning minimum wage in Alberta are a 
few preteen kids earning pocket money at the 
neighbourhood McDonalds. 

But averages are deceptive. Sure the aver- 
age family income in Alberta is $105 234/year 
and there are some in Alberta doing very well. 
The best paid 10 percent of families are earn- 
ing an average of $237 983/year. But the poor- 
est paid 10 percent are earning on average $18 
987/year— that works out to $9.13/hour for a 
full time job. 

A movement is beginning to challenge peo- 
ple to see what’s happening in a more complete 
way. Just for a start, in 2005 there were 60 000 
people who did earn the minimum wage and a 
third of them were 25 years or older. And a full 
time job at minimum wage is not close to 
enough to reach the poverty line. Adjusting 
minimum wage for inflation over time means it 
is now lower than it was in 1975 by quite a bit. 

This is some of the information to be found 
in a new report from Public Interest Alberta 
(PIA), “Working Poor or Making a Living?: 
The Reality of Low Wages in Alberta”. The 
report is a first step in a campaign to get 
Albertans talking about an idea gaining interest 
all over North America— that of a “living 


” 





A living wage is an income that permits a 
person to support self and family at a modest 
but safe and healthy standard of living. A num- 
ber of cities and American states have taken 
steps in this direction and the City of Calgary 


My Sunday morning mishap 

While attempting to drive to church one 
Sunday morning, I decided to take the quickest 
route because as usual I was going to be late. 
Now you see when I start driving around I tend 
to avoid the major routes and take the scenic 
routes; therefor I ended up driving down 11 
Street from 72 Avenue to 79 Avenue. In order 
to understand the situation you need to know 
that there are two morning services at his 
church where about 8,000 parishioners attend. 
This means that when I was trying to find a 
parking spot, I had to drive down a narrow res- 
idential street with cars parked on both sides. 
On top of this cars were also driving in both 
directions. As I was driving north, I needed to 
avoid a car driving south and there was no 
room to get out of its way. I pulled slowly over 
to the right, and heard a crunch as | hit the side 
mirror r on a parked car with the side mirror on 
my car. 

I knew I was in great trouble and I had to 
get my name and phone number on the new 
Toyota. Help! What a way to ruin a wonderful 
Sunday morning. I went around the corner and 
parked my old Crown Victoria. The only thing 
wrong with this car was a bent side mirror. I 
had to do what was right, then go into the 
church, attend the service and maybe meet the 
person whose car I had messed up. Why me 
Lord? I thought this was supposed to be quiet 
Sunday, my day off from caring for my extend- 
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may be on the verge of such actions as well. 
PIA asked Albertans about costs to get by 
and found that a wage of $12 an hour would be 
about two-thirds of what it would take to meet 
very basic requirements for food, housing, 
transportation and utilities, although not for 
such “extras” as saving for education or retire- 
ment, or to include decent recreational oppor- 
tunities. For discussion sake, say we call $12 
an hour a living wage. One quarter of 
employed Albertans earn less than that. By a 





A living wage is an income that 

permits a person to support self 
and family at a modest but safe 
and healthy standard of living. 





large majority those earning less than $12 an 
hour are women (62 percent) and 52 percent 
are people over 25 years old. Is it any wonder 
there are 86 000 children living in poverty in 
the province? 

The PIA report rebuts a number of myths 
about a living wage. The evidence says that 
paying a living wage does not lead to higher 
municipal taxes, cause job losses or hurt low- 
wage earners, or negatively impact the profits 
of small businesses or not-for-profit organiza- 
tions. 

It is unlikely the new provincial govern- 
ment cabinet will make one of its first pieces of 
legislation this spring the introduction of a 
provincial living wage policy, but this is the 
year of municipal elections and so PIA is plan- 
ning to advocate with municipalities to adopt 
living wage policies so that at least their own 
employees and contractors are all paid a living 
wage. The more voters who raise the issue 
with those running to be mayors and council- 
lors this fall, the more likely they will pay 
attention. But it won’t hurt to send your MLA 
a note saying you’d like a much higher provin- 


ed family. 

As I listened to the pastor preaching on how 
we should go the second mile and be kind to 
others in the community, | wondered if I had 
personally damaged his car. This was not a 
good way to win friends and influence people! 
Then I wondered if my landlord was in the 
church and if it might be his car. 

Finally the service was over and I went out- 
side to find out that the owner of the car had 
driven off. | immediately went into the church 
and called my answering machine where I 
learned that I had hit the car of an elderly 
woman who was not going to charge me a for- 
tune for fixing her new Toyota. I called her 
back at 6 p.m. Sunday and she said she would 
take the Toyota on Monday and give me the 
bad new then. I prayed, “Lord, please make the 
total for the accident less than $1,000 as I did 
not want to go throughout he insurance. I was 
hoping however to pay only about $250, but a 
friend said it might run as high as $2,000. 
Thanks, Terry — I did not need your estimate! 

On Monday, I found out the cost or repairs 
was $560, but the lady only wanted to charge 
me half the cost. Although the accident messed 
up my Sunday and I will never dive down 
11Street again, I can see that the Lord is giving 
me the hope that I need to get through my life, 
day to day, even on a Sunday. 

By Norma Harms 


cial minimum wage too. 

People are invited to fill in a survey at the 
PIA website documenting their own basic liv- 
ing costs. And there is lots of other good infor- 
mation available there. The full report can be 
read or downloaded. It’s all at 


Canadian Housing and Renewal 
Association has also just released an important 
report. They track the “minimum housing 
wage”, to identify how much a person needs to 
earn per hour so that they are not spending 
more than 30 percent of their income on hous- 
ing. Thirty percent has been considered for 
many years a reasonable figure for housing if a 
person or family is to have enough left for 
other living costs. In their 2007 report 
Edmonton and Calgary have seen the greatest 
increases in Canada. A person would need to 
be earning $12.81/hour, working full time, in 
Edmonton to afford a one-bedroom apartment 
without using more than 30 percent of income. 
The figure rises to $17.35/hour for a three-bed- 
room apartment—that is more than two parents 
working full time at minimum wage jobs 
would make. The full report is at 


Wouldn’t it be something if our pay cheques 
actually let all of us live decently? 


By Jim Gurnett 
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Rebalancing the Scales of Justice 

For too long, Canada’s justic systme has fialed to 
adquately protect law-abiding citizens and to effectively 
punish criminals. The system has focused on ‘reforming’ 
criminals at the expense of victims rights. 


Fortunately, we have a new government that is commited 
to insuring that Canadians feel secure in their homes and on 
their streets. With a series of important pieces of legislation 
introduced over the past year, it is clear that criminal behay- 
iour will no longer be tolerated. 


Criminals accused of serious cirmes involving guns have 
found it far too easy to get out on bail. The government’s 
bailreform package will change this. Those charged with 
serious crimes involving guns will have have to demonstrate 
to the courts why they should no stay in jail until their trial. 


The government tabled legislation that will impose stricter 
conditions on repeat offenders in order to keep them from 
offending again. Offenders convicted of a third violent or 
sexual offense will now have to prove that they should not be 
declared dangerous offenders. Those who fail to do so will 
be subject to an indeterminate jail sentence with no eligibil- 
ity for parole for seven years. 


Both of these Bills free the courts from having to prove that 
a criminal should be treated more severely. Instead, the onus 
is now on criminals to porve why they should receive more 
lenient treatment. 


The government is also making other changes to toughen up 
Canada’s justice system. For example, it will increase the 
mandatory minimum penalties for gun crimes, ban house 
arrent for serious offences, raise the age of protection to pro- 
tect young Canadians from sexual predators and crack down 
on street racing. 


The bottom line? This government is taking decisive action 
that will rebalance the scales of justice in favour of the safe- 
ty of hardworking law-abiding Canadians like you. 


What do you think? 


495-3261 


www.petergoldring.ca 
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Prayer 
By Linda Koester 
Our faith should be our steering wheel 
Not our spare tire 
A short prayer will reach heaven 
If you don't live far away. 
ern A happy home is more than a roof over 
/ictims range from 4 months to 84 years old. your head, 


98% of the perpetrators were ages 13-19. 


Charlotte York, 84, Fort Lauderdale, FL Ricky White, 45, Galveston, TX 


It's a foundation under your feet 


WHAT CAN WE No? We need to educate lawmakers, advocates, and the general 


public on the problem of viole nst homeless persons. Your support will help 
the National Coalition for the Homeless take a stand against violence! 


Friendships 
Please become a member of NCH by sending in your tax-deductible contribution today! By Linda Koester 
‘X May the hinges of friendship 
National Coalition for the Homeless Never rust 
2201 P Street, NW . 
ae Or the wings of love 
Lose a feather. 


E. info@nationalhameless ors 
www. nationalhomeiess.ore 
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Fishing First 
By John Babcock 


During my school days I broke every rule 
By going fishing when I should have been in school 
My return had set the stage 
To put the teacher in a rage. 
He threatened me till his throat was sore. 
The entire lot I did ignore 
I went fishing in rain, sunshine or if the trail was muddy 
One girl said I should be a teacher of nature study 
Earn Money! Become a vendor. Sell Edmonton Street News. The whole class thought it would be a good bet. 
For information and to sign up, call 428-0805, There was no interest for me in school 
Vendors buy papers for 50 cents a copy and sell them for the pe of a 7 I was not destined to be a book learned fool 
donation. _ | One fact I know that should hold true 
he ee Now sie The teacher shoulde take a day off and go fishing too 
or find Glen Dumont on the street Countdowneta Nowhere 
~ By Linda Dumont 
What now, and where is God 
In the echoing emptiness 
Where I dwelt? 
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What matter that I walked a longer mile 
Often abandoned in the face of evil 

With no comrade at arms... — 

Only those scrabbling to take my place 

Hasting to displace me in the race 

I dwelt on the outer rim 

A stranger to myself 

Belonging nowhere. 

One does not walk out of hell unscathed 

You take with you the smell of the burning 

You take with your the memory of pain 

And go forth forever changed. 


